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Children at the ELI 

 
Please note that ELI students may not 
bring their children to ELI classes, and 
children may not be left unattended in 
the ELI building while their parents 
attend ELI classes.  We realize that it is 
sometimes difficult to find childcare, but 
you must make arrangements for the 
care of your children while you are in 
school.  Bringing your kids to the ELI 
while you study is not an option.   
 
ELI Activity: 
 

Titanic the Musical 
Deadline Today! 

 
If you want to join the ELI on Friday, 
June 22, as we go to see the award-
winning musical Titanic, you must pay 
the main office by 4:30 pm today, 
Thursday, June 7. Discounted 
tickets are $15 each. Please bring the 
exact amount. There are no refunds.    
 
A musical is a performance that is 
similar to a theater play but with the 
addition of singing and dancing. The 
performance is at the Benedum Center 
downtown and runs from 8 pm to 
approximately 11 pm.    
 
Titanic the Musical is based on the true 
story of the RMS Titanic, a passenger 
ship that departed the UK for the USA 
in 1914. Many people called the ship 
“unsinkable.” Was it true? If you have 
seen the Hollywood movie based on 
this story, you probably know the 
answer! 
 
If you have any questions, please email 
Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu. 

 

English Language 
Institute  

Final Exam Schedule  
Summer 2018 

 
The ELI gives final exams at the end of 
the term.  These exams are worth 30% 
of the final grade for each class.  There 
are no excused absences for finals.  The 
ELI does not give early final exams or 
make up exams.  Please note the 
following schedule and plan to be 
present for the finals.   
 
 
Friday,  
July 27 

Monday,  
July 30 

Tuesday,  
July 31 

Writing 
final  
10:00am-
12:00pm 
 
Speaking 
final  
1:00pm-
3:00pm 

Grammar 
final  
10:00am-
12:00pm 
 
Listening 
final  
2:00pm-
4:00pm 

Reading 
final 
10:00am-
12:00pm 

 
 

ELI Activities 
Photos 

 
A picture is worth a thousand words! If 
you participated in any ELI activities this 
term, you know that Ece takes a lot of 
pictures. You may have seen these 
photos on the monitors in the student 
lounge and outside the main office.  
 
Ece uploaded all of the photos to a 
folder on Box. She sent an email 
yesterday that includes a link to this 
folder. If you did not receive this email, 
please email Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu, and 
she will email the link to you. 
 
 
 
 

 
ELI Activity: 

   
Baseball Game 

 
Join the ELI as we cheer for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates when they take on 
the Washington Nationals on Tue., July 
10, at 7:05 pm.  
 
This game is special because it is Pitt 
Night! That means that the ballpark will 
be filled with other Pitt students, 
faculty, staff, and their families and 
friends. In addition, everyone in our 
group will get a Pirates baseball cap! 
 
Tickets are $17 each. Our seats will be 
in the Upper Level Grandstand (with a 
view of the game and the skyline!).  
 
If you would like to go with our group, 
you must pay the main office by 4:30 
pm on Thursday, June 14. Please 
bring the exact amount, cash 
only. Feel free to buy a ticket for a 
friend, too, even if they are not in the 
ELI.  
 
There are no cancellations or refunds. 
Even if it rains, we will still go to the 
game. Baseball games are rarely 
cancelled because of weather. 
 

Lateness 
 
Please remember that the ELI 
Attendance policy states that a student 
will be considered absent if the student 
is over 5 minutes late for class.  Your 
teachers do not have any flexibility with 
this policy; they must mark you absent 
if you are over 5 minutes late.  Please 
be aware of your breaks 
between classes and 
come to class on time.   
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ELI Writing Contest 
 
The ELI is holding a competition for 
students in all writing classes. There will 
be one winner in each level (3,4,5,6), 
and the winners will be announced at 
the ELI Closing Ceremony.  
 
If you have written a good composition 
in your writing class this semester, you 
should tell your writing teacher that 
you would like to enter it in the writing 
contest.  Your teacher will then submit 
your paper for you.  Your entry will be 
read anonymously by judges (your 
name will be removed from the paper, 
so they won’t not know who you are). 
The judges will choose the best 
composition from each level.  

 
The deadline for 
entries is Tuesday,  
July 24 at 4:00 pm.  
 
If you are in level 4, 5, 
or 6, your entry must 
be an essay that you 

wrote in class this semester. If you are 
in level 3, your entry can be a shorter 
composition, even a single paragraph. 
Each student can enter only one 
composition.  
 
Good luck!  
 
 

Annual Farmers’ 
Markets Open 

 

By: Erica Restich 
 
Each summer, outdoor farmers’ 
markets open up in the different 
neighborhoods of Pittsburgh.  A 
farmers’ market allows customers in 
the city an easier opportunity to shop 
from local farmers who sell an 
assortment of food. All of the 
Pittsburgh markets sell farm-fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meats, cheese and baked 
goods.  Depending on the location, 
some markets sell flowers and other 
small items. Farmers markets are 
located on different days of the week.  
Some of the neighborhoods include: 
Squirrel Hill, East Liberty, Shadyside, 
South Side, Lawrenceville, Bloomfield, 
Downtown and the North Side. For a 
full listing of days, times and additional 
locations, you can visit: 
www.goodfoodpittsburgh.com/guide-
to-pittsburgh-farmers-markets-2018.    
 

Transfer Process 
 
Students with F1 visas who want to 
transfer to a new school must see Stacy 
to complete the transfer.  You must 
bring a copy of the acceptance letter 
and the transfer form from the new 
school.  You may transfer at any time 
during the term, but you must 
complete this process to remain in legal 
status.  Remember that if you complete 
your final term of study at level 6 at the 
ELI, you have a 60-day grace period.  
During that time, you may stay in the 
U.S. without studying, and you may 
request a transfer at any time during 
that 60-day period.  If you do not 
complete level 6, you have a 2-week 
grace period, and you must request a 
transfer within that time.   
 
If you do not request a transfer during 
the grace period, you will be out of 
status at the end of your grace period, 
and it will be too late to transfer your 
SEVIS record.  Please see Stacy if you 
have any questions about this process. 
 
 

Medical 
Emergencies 

 in the ELI 
 
 
 
 
 

It is the ELI policy that any time an ELI 
student shows signs of a serious 
medical issue, ELI staff and faculty must 
call 911 for medical assistance.  For 
example, if a student complains of the 
symptoms of a heart attack, the ELI will 
call an ambulance.  In a medical 
emergency, the first priority of the ELI 
is always the well-being of its students, 
and 911 will be called even if the ill 
student protests or is not insured.  
Ambulance rides can cost from $400 to 
over $1000, depending on the kind of 
care the crew must provide and the 
distance traveled. Patients are 
responsible for the cost, and patients 
without health insurance will be 
responsible for the entire cost of 
ambulance service. This means that 
you-not the ELI- must pay for the 
ambulance, even if an ELI teacher or 
employee called for the ambulance. The 
ELI requires that students buy health 
insurance, which may pay for part of 
the ambulance service, depending on 
your coverage. 

Free Outdoor 
Movies in the Park 

 

By: Erica Restich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you enjoy movies and being 
outside?  Then consider packing a 
blanket and a picnic to checkout a free 
outdoor movie in the park this 
summer! Throughout the summer, the 
City of Pittsburgh’s Office of Special 
Events hosts viewings of a variety of 
movies at different parks in the city. 
Movies are typically rated PG or PG13 
and range from animated movies to 
80’s classics like Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off or Dirty Dancing.   
 
On certain days, the movie showing 
features a Spark! Series film.  This series 
includes a vibrant lineup of films that 
feature stories from diverse cultures to 
bring together Pittsburghers and friends 
of all backgrounds to spark engaging 
cultural dialogue.  Below is a list of the 
day of the week that a movie will be 
shown in a specific park.  For the listing 
of movies being shown each week, visit: 
www.pittsburghparks.org/blog/2018-
cinema-in-the-park-schedule. 
 
SUNDAYS: Riverview Park 
 

MONDAYS: Highland Park 
      McBride Park 
 

TUESDAYS: West End/Elliot Overlook 
 

WEDNESDAYS: Schenley Park on 
                         Flagstaff Hill 
 

THURSDAYS: Brookline Memorial Park 
 

FRIDAYS: Arsenal Park 
 

SATURDAYS: Grandview Park 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Talk on 
Fridays! 

 
4:00 – 6:00 pm at Panera 

(3800 Forbes Ave.) 
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Lunch Space 
Available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We know that the Vault can get very 
busy during lunch hour at the ELI.  For 
this reason, the ELI will offer Room 
M15 to students on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 
1:00-1:45 pm as an extra room for 
lunch.  This is the conference room 
next to Stacy’s office.  Please see Stacy 
or the ELI main office to unlock the 
door. 
 
Please note the following rules: 

• Room M15 must be 
completely clean every day 
after lunch.  Please wipe any 
spills and throw away all 
garbage in an appropriate 
garbage can. 

• Students may not use the 
kitchen on floor M.  This 
kitchen is for staff and faculty 
only.  Students must use the 
refrigerator, microwave, and 
sink in the kitchen on the 
ground floor. 

• Students must be quiet when 
using this room.  It is ok to 
have conversation at a normal 
level.  Please remember that 
ELI offices are very close, 
though, and people are 
working nearby.   

• Please do use M15 for prayer. 
 
If any of these rules are broken, 
M15 will no longer be available 
for the lunch hour. 

 
Repeating Level 6 at 

the ELI 
 
Many of you are making plans for your 
academic future here in the U.S.  Please 
remember that ELI students are 
allowed to take only two semesters at 
level 6.   After you complete two terms 
at level 6, you must transfer to another 
program if you want to stay in the U.S.  
The ELI cannot make exceptions to this 
rule, so please plan carefully. 

 

ELI F1 Students and 
Employment in the 

U.S. 
 
Please remember that ELI students with 
F1 visas do not have permission to 
work in the U.S.  This includes both on-
campus and off-campus jobs.  Working 
without permission is a very serious 
violation of immigration rules, and ELI 
F1 students who work without SEVP 
approval will be terminated in SEVIS.  
Termination for unauthorized 
employment does not include a grace 
period, and students are required to 
leave the U.S. immediately.  Please see 
Stacy if you have any questions about 
this rule. 

 
ELI Absence Policy 

 
There have been many questions about 
excused absences in the ELI.  It is true 
that if you are sick, it is not 
appropriate for you to come to 
school—you may infect others, and it is 
crucial that you rest to get well.  
Please note, though, that the ELI 
attendance policy states that “there is 
no such thing as an excused 
absence” in the ELI.  Even if you are 
sick, the absence must be counted as an 
absence according to the ELI rules.   
 
According to the ELI absence policy, if 
you miss over 8 classes, you will not 
receive a certificate of attendance at 
the end of the term.  If you miss over 
12, you may not be invited back to the 
ELI next term.  If you are an F-1 
student and you miss over 15 classes, 
your visa may be terminated.  Please 
see page 4 of your Student Handbook 
for more information on the ELI 
attendance policy.  In addition, please 
remember that sponsored students 
have attendance rules from their 
sponsors, as well. 
 
Remember that if you do not do the 
work in your classes and the 
homework, this will affect your grade.  
If you want to make progress with your 
language learning, it is important that 
you attend class on time, regularly, with 
your homework complete.  Please see 
Stacy if you have any questions or 
concerns about attendance in the ELI. 
 
 
 
 

Study Rooms 
Available 

 
The ELI can offer Rooms 102 and 104 
from 1:00 pm-1:45 pm, on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays for a 
quiet place to study.   
Please note the following rules: 

• No food in classrooms 
• No drinks in classrooms 

unless using a spill-proof cup 
• No noise:  These classrooms 

are for students who want to 
study 

• Use the Vault for socializing 
 
If any of the rules are broken, the extra 
rooms will be removed from the 
schedule immediately. 

 
Sponsored Students 

and Final Exams 
 
Please note that if you are a sponsored 
student, and you miss your final exam 
for any reason, or if you fail the final 
exam, your sponsor will be notified 
immediately.  Final exams in the ELI are 
worth 30% of the 
overall final grade, 
and both the ELI 
and your sponsors 
expect you to take 
the exams and to 
perform as well as 
you can on them.  
Remember, too, that satisfactory 
academic progress is a requirement of 
the F1 visa.  If you fail courses, your F1 
visa may be revoked.  Please check the 
posted schedules for ELI final exams 
and plan your schedule accordingly. 
 

Mark your 
calendars! 

Upcoming ELI 
Activities 

  
Saturday, June 16: Heinz History 
Center 
Friday, June 22: Titanic the Musical 
Wednesday, June 27: ELI Picnic 
Tuesday, July 10: Pittsburgh Pirates 
Baseball Game 
Sunday, July 15: Pitt Day at Kennywood  
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Personal Belongings 
in Classrooms 

 
We have noticed that many students 
leave their personal belongings in ELI 
classrooms during the lunch break each 
day.  The ELI cannot guarantee the 
safety of your bags, laptops, or other 
items.  Remember that it is always 
safest to keep your personal belongings 
with you, or locked in your ELI locker. 
If you leave your things in an ELI 
classroom during the lunch break, you 
are taking a chance that you may lose 
them.  The classroom door may be 
locked when you leave, but please 
remember that many people have keys 
to those doors.  The ELI cannot 
guarantee that the classroom will 
remain locked until you return.  In 
addition, you should never leave your 
belongings alone in the ELI hallways, on 
a restaurant table, or in any other 
public place.  It only takes a second for 
someone to take what is yours, so 
please be careful! If you would like to 
sign up for a locker, see the ELI main 
office 
 

Probation at the ELI 
 
As you know, consistent attendance, 
homework, and participation in 
classroom activities are all important 
for successful language learning.  If you 
do not attend classes regularly and do 
the assigned work, your progress may 
be slow, and your grades may suffer.   
 
In addition, students who do not make 
a good effort in their work will be put 
on probation.  Students on probation 
must improve their effort during the 
probation term, or they may be 
expelled from the ELI.  Sponsors will be 
notified of probation, as well. There are 
three ways to be put on probation at 
the ELI: 

 
1. Having failing final grades in 

two or more classes 
2. Having over 8 absences in 

two or more classes 
3. Having over 15 absences in 

one or more classes 
 
If you had poor grades and/or 
attendance last term, you will receive a 
probation letter.  If you are sponsored, 
your sponsor will be notified that you 
are on probation, as well.  If you have 
any questions about the probation 
policy at the ELI, please see Stacy. 

Title IX Policy 
 

Title IX is a U.S. law that gives you the 
right to report any instances of sexual 
misconduct to the University, have the 
University investigate what happened, 
and have your complaint resolved. 
Sexual misconduct is sexual contact 
that you do not want: 
 
� Someone speaking to you in a 

sexual way or asking you for sex 
when you aren’t interested. 

� Someone forcing you to have 
sexual contact. 

� Relationship violence:  
Spouse/partner speaking to you or 
treating you in an abusive or 
violent way. 

� Stalking:  Someone repeatedly 
following or threatening you, 
including by 
phone/text/email/mail/social media. 

 
You can report sexual misconduct to 
ELI officials or to the police.The ELI will 
help you report the issue to the 
University. Please note:  If you report 
an issue to an ELI staff or faculty 
member, the ELI is required to report 
the issue to the University Title IX 
office.  The ELI cannot maintain 
complete confidentiality. In other 
words, if you tell any teacher or staff 
member in the ELI, they must report it 
to the university.  If you want to speak 
to a confidential advisor, the ELI can 
help you find a counselor at the 
University Counseling Center. In almost 
all cases, this counselor will not inform 
other people about what you tell them.  

 
University Counseling Center 

119 University Place 
Nordenberg Hall 

412-648-7930 
 

If you experience any type of sexual 
misconduct, harassment, relationship 
violence, or stalking, please talk to the 
ELI Student Advisor or an ELI teacher 
immediately. 
 
 

 
www.facebook.com/PittELI 

 
 
 

Pitt Master of Laws 
for Foreign-Trained 

Lawyers Program 
(LLM) 

 
The University of Pittsburgh offers a 
Master of Laws (LLM) degree that 
provides lawyers who have already 
completed a law degree outside the 
U.S. with training in common law legal 
tradition and the U.S. legal system.  
This is a one-year program with an 
average of 15 students each year.  It is 
offered by the School of Law’s Center 
for International Legal Education.  For 
acceptance to this program, TOEFL and 
IELTS scores are waived for students 
who have completed all classes at ELI 
Level 5 or 6 with at least 85% final 
grades in each class.  Applicants must 
also have a recommendation from the 
ELI Student Advisor.  See Stacy if you 
have questions, or find out more about 
getting your LLM at Pitt Law School by 
visiting the LLM program website at 
http://law.pitt.edu/llm, or call 412-648-
7023.   

 
ELI Student Library  

 

The student library is on the mezzanine 
floor outside of Stacy’s office, M22. 
Students can borrow 1 book at a time 
for two weeks.  You must write your 
name, book title, email address, and the 
date that you borrow and return the 
book on the sign out sheet.  You can 
access the books when the ELI is open. 
 

Most of the books are graded readers.  
A graded reader is a book with limited 
vocabulary and grammar structures, 
and is often a short version of a longer 
book.  A graded reader is a good 
learning resource for ELI students 
because you read longer, connected 
texts at an appropriate level.  If the 
vocabulary and grammar are simplified, 
you can focus on general reading 
comprehension. 
 

There are a few novels and short story 
collections, too.  If you want to read 
more authentic books, become a 
member of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh.  The Oakland branch is 
located very near the ELI.  Use this link 
to get more information about 
becoming a member: 
http://www.clpgh.org/usingthelibrary/get
card.html 


