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The ELI News! 
 

 
Welcome to Spring Semester 2019! 
This term we will do lots of fun 
activities and visit many exciting places 
where we can practice English, make 
friends, and have fun!  
 
The ELI News is a weekly newsletter 
published by the ELI. It is usually given 
to students every Thursday in their first 
class.  The ELI News contains important 
information and announcements that 
you’ll need. You will also do activities 
with the ELI News in your Reading 
classes and perhaps other classes as 
well.  
 
If you don’t have at 10 am class or are 
absent on a Thursday, you can get a 
copy of the ELI News in classrooms, on 
the shelf outside the main office in M13, 
and on the ELI’s Activities web page at 
http://www.eli.pitt.edu/life-
pittsburgh/activities-outside-classroom  

 
ELI Online Calendar 

 
When does vacation start? When is Fall 
Break? When are our final exams?  
If you have questions about the ELI 
schedule for this term or future terms, 
remember to check the ELI calendar 
online: www.eli.pitt.edu/calendar/.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

ELI Activity: 
 

Monday: Food, 
Friends, and Fun! 

 

Join us on Monday, January 14 after 
classes for delicious food and a chance 
to get to know your classmates and 
teachers. We will meet at 4:00 pm in 
the ELI lobby, and we’ll walk to The 
Thirsty Scholar together. 
  
The Thirsty Scholar is a restaurant in 
Oakland. The ELI will buy snacks, 
but students must pay for their own 
drinks. If you want to drink alcohol, you 
must be at least 21 years old and have a 
government ID (passport or US driver’s 
license). If you purchase a beverage, 
you must add a tip for the bartender. It 
is customary to give a dollar for each 
drink. Refills on soft drinks are free; 
however, it is not necessary to tip for 
each refill. 
 
If you don’t meet us at the ELI, you can 
meet us there. The Thirsty Scholar is 
located at 3610 Fifth Ave. We will be in 
the room in the back of the restaurant.  
See you there! 

ELI Activity: 
 

Tour of Downtown, 
Station Square and 
Mt. Washington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s explore the city! We’ll meet in the 
lobby of the ELI at 11 am on Saturday, 
January 12. Make sure you eat breakfast 
before you come because we won’t 
stop for lunch until 2 pm. From the ELI, 
we will take the bus downtown. Then 
we will stop by the Welcome 
Pittsburgh Information Center and Gift 
Shop, where you can find and take 
brochures of places to visit in 
Pittsburgh. After that, we’ll catch the 
train to Station Square, a former train 
station that is now a shopping and 
entertainment complex. From there, 
we’ll take the incline up to the top of 
Mt. Washington where we’ll get some 
of the best city views you’ll ever see.   
 

After enjoying the magnificent views of 
Pittsburgh, we will return to the 
downtown area and walk through the 
Cultural District. After learning about 
the many places where you can enjoy 
music, dance, and theater 
performances, we will walk to Market 
Square, where we will have lunch 
(everyone buys their own lunch). 
 

We should be back to campus around 4 
pm, but you’re free to leave anytime 
you wish. Don’t forget, the bus, the 
train and the incline are all free with 
your Pitt student ID card! If the 
weather is bad, we will go to the 
Carnegie Museum of Art and Natural 
History instead.  We will still meet in 
the lobby of the ELI at 11 am.  
Admission is free with your valid Pitt  
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ELI Activity: 
 

Hoopla! 
Pitt Women’s 

Basketball 
 
Join the Office for Diversity and 
Inclusion and the Pitt women’s 
basketball team on Thursday, January 
17, for Hoopla! Hoopla is an annual 
tradition that is a chance to support the 
advancement of women at the 
University and to promote cross-
campus networking.  
 

This special event includes a pre-game 
reception with a buffet dinner and a 
ticket to the game, all of which is free 
for Pitt students, faculty, and staff. The 
reception begins at 5 pm and the Pitt 
Women’s Basketball coach, Lance 
White, will give some welcome 
remarks at 5:30 pm. Then at 7 pm, we 
will cheer on Pitt as they take on the 
Syracuse Orange! 
 

Even though this event is free, you 
must register in advance. Please 
email Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu by 2 pm 
on Monday, January 14 if you 
would like to attend. Make sure you 
use your Pitt email. In your email, 
include your first and last name and any 
dietary restrictions (food allergies) you 
have. In addition, if you would like to 
bring a guest who is not part of Pitt, 
please let Ece know in the mail and 
include the guest’s first and last names. 
At the event, you must pay $5 cash for 
each guest. 
 

On Thursday, January 17, we will meet 
in the ELI lobby at 4:45 pm to walk to 
the Petersen Events Center together. 
The reception begins at 5:00 pm and 
the game begins at 7:00 pm. The game 
will finish around 9:30 pm, but you are 
free to leave anytime you like. If you 
have any questions about this event, 
please contact Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu. 
 
 

Conversation 
Partners 
By Suzanne Meyer 

 

The Conversation Partners program 
pairs ELI students with native English 
speakers.  It’s a great chance for each 
person to make a new friend and learn 
about another culture in English.  Your 
partner may want to practice your 
language, too. Look for more details 
about registering for a conversation 
partner in the future issues of the ELI 
News!  

Joining Student 
Organizations at 

Pitt 
 

Studying English is important, but so 
are:  working on your English outside of 
class, meeting other people, and 
enjoying your life in Pittsburgh.  
Consider joining a student organization 
at Pitt.  You can learn more about 
student organizations online at pitt.edu.  
There are student associations related 
to hobbies, sports interests, field of 
study, social issues, ethnicity, and more! 
Follow this chain to get to a list of 
student organizations from the Pitt 
website:  Student Life>Student 
Affairs>Student Organizations & 
Resources>Clubs/Organizations>Stude
nt Organization Directory.  There are 
more than 550 organizations, but you 
don’t need to read the entire list.  You 
can use the search feature to narrow 
your focus.  For example, 
“international” had 38 results.  Or you 
can use the categories filter.  For 
instance, in the “Ethnic / Cultural 
category,” there were 121 results. 
 

Once you find a group that interests 
you, click on it to learn more.  In 
addition to a description of the club, 
you can find a “primary contact” whom 
you can e-mail to learn more about the 
group or to find out what they’re up to.    
 

Sponsorship 
Letters 

 
If you have an official sponsorship letter 
from your government (SACM or CBIE, 
for example) you must submit it to 
Rosemary in the ELI Main Office.  
Students must give an updated sponsor 
letter to the ELI and to the Student 
Payment Center each term.  If you have 
any questions about this, please visit the 
ELI Main Office.  
 
All sponsored students also must 
complete an information sheet in the 
ELI Main Office.  The ELI must contact 
sponsors throughout the term, and we 
require updated information about the 
student’s sponsor and advisor.  
Students must complete this form each 
semester and when their sponsor 
information changes. 
 

 

Withdrawal and 
Refund Policy 

 
If you wish to drop one or more of 
your classes, you should immediately 
inform Rosemary in the ELI Main Office 
and the ELI Student Advisor, Stacy 
Ranson, in M22. 
 

If you drop courses before the end of 
the ELI Add/Drop period on Monday, 
Januray18, you will receive a full 
refund. This check will be mailed to 
your home mailing address. This takes 
approximately 2 weeks. 
 

If you drop courses after the ELI 
Add/Drop period on Januray18, you 
will NOT receive a refund. 

 
Payments in the ELI 

 
Payments can be made by 
cash, check, or money order 
by visiting the Student 
Payment Center in Room G-

7 Thackeray Hall. Credit cards or debit 
cards are not accepted there.  
Remember, you may pay by eCheck 
online for free. This is an online 
transfer from a U.S. checking account 
into your Pitt account. To do this, log 
on to my.pitt.edu and select PittPay and 
click “Make Payment”. Students may 
also transfer money via Flywire. Online 
payments by credit card are available, 
but a 2.75% fee is assessed.  
 
For more information about payment 
options, please visit the “Making 
Payments” page on the Student 
Payment Center’s website: 
http://payments.pitt.edu/online-
payment-options/ You may also ask 
Rosemary in the ELI Main Office if you 
have any questions about registration 
or payment. 
 

 
ELI Students and 

Pitt Email 
 

ELI students MUST use Pitt email.  
Your teachers and the university will 
use ONLY Pitt email to contact you.  If 
you don’t check your Pitt email every 
day, you may miss important messages 
about your classes, registration, or 
tuition payments.  To check your email, 
visit my.pitt.edu and click on “My Pitt 
Email”. 
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If you do not know your Pitt username 
or password, or you cannot access 
your account, please read the yellow 
paper in your orientation folder (or get 
a new yellow paper in our computer 
lab).  This will give you instructions on 
how to activate your email address this 
week. 

 
Beginning-of-term 
Activities Survey 
Please respond! 

 
If you were here last term, you might 
have filled out a survey giving your 
opinion about ELI activities. Now Ece 
would like to get your opinion about 
this term’s activities so she can plan 
events in which you have the most 
interest. Please fill out the online survey 
and express your interest in the 
possible activities. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/AOS2194 
 

Please complete the survey by Friday, 
January 18. The survey will take 
approximately 5 minutes to complete. 
Thank you for your feedback! If you 
have any questions about the survey, 
please contact Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu.  

 
 
 

Talk Time 
Conversation 

Groups 
 

By Suzanne Meyer 
 

Talk Time is a conversation group that 
meets for one hour each week.  Each 
group includes a native English speaker 
and a group of about 4-5 ELI students.  
Joining a Talk Time conversation group 
is a great way to practice listening and 
speaking as well as to learn about 
culture! 
 

Look in next week’s ELI News for more 
information about Talk Time as well as 
details about how to register for a Talk 
Time group!  

 
 
 
 

Free Lockers 

in the ELI 
 
The ELI has a limited number of lockers 
available in our building.  All students 
are eligible for free use of a locker, but 
you must sign up for a locker in the ELI 
main office, room M13.  If you put a 
lock on a locker that you did not 
register, the lock will be removed. 
 

To sign up for a locker: 
 

• Buy a combination lock.  
Remember that the lock must be 
25mm-30mm.  Many locks are 
50mm or bigger, and these are too 
big for the ELI lockers.   

• Bring your lock to the ELI main 
office and give Rosemary the 
combination.   

• You can then choose a locker. 
 

Please remember to register for a 
locker if you would like to use one, 
because the ELI will remove locks that 
are not registered. 
 

Meet Point Park 
University 
Students! 

 
By Suzanne Meyer 

 

Are you interested in meeting with 
native speakers of English?  If so, you 
can meet students at Point Park 
University (PPU).  Students in a PPU 
education class want to meet English 
language learners and get to know each 
other.  You and your PPU partner will 
meet several times (not weekly but 6-8 
hours in total) during the spring 
semester as well as attend a group 
activity at PPU.  This spring’s group 
activity will be a meet-and-greet pizza 
party, tentatively (not certain but 
probably) scheduled for midday 
Saturday, 01.19.  If you are interested in 
getting to know a PPU student, contact 
Community Outreach at 
elicomm@pitt.edu with your email 
address.  Contact information for 
interested ELI students will be forward 
to the PPU class instructor.  Specific 
information will follow. 
 
For your information:  ELI students can 
have PPU partners and still join the ELI 
Conversation Partners program, too.  
They are different programs, and ELI 
students can meet native speakers in 
each! 

Health Insurance 
Requirements 

 
The ELI requires 
all students to 
show proof of 
health insurance 
coverage.  The 
ELI does not 
recommend or 

offer specific health insurance plans.  
Students may choose any hospital 
insurance plan they like, and the ELI will 
request a copy of the insurance card 
with the student’s name.  Students who 
do not provide proof of health 
insurance for the Spring 2019 term by 
12:00 pm on Friday, January 18 
will not be permitted to register for 
classes.  Please see Stacy if you have any 
questions or need help finding 
insurance. 

 
 

Smoking Near 
the Parkvale 

Building 
 
Please note, smoking is not allowed in 
front of the Parkvale Building doors.  
Signs outside say “No smoking within 
15 feet of the entrance to this building,” 
and ELI students are expected to follow 
this rule.  The smoke carries into the 
building and disturbs other students 
and offices.  Moreover, it is illegal to 
smoke within 15 feet (approximately 
4.5 meters) of a university building 
entrance.  There is an 
ashtray in the alley for 
students to use, 
between the Parkvale 
Building and the 
Meyran Ave. parking 
garage.   
 
Please remember to be a good 
neighbor and throw away your trash 
and your cigarette butts. 
 

 
 

 

 
www.facebook.com/PittELI 
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Pitt Emergency 
Alert System 

By Stacy Ranson 
 

 

It is very important that ELI students 
know when there is an emergency on 
campus.  For this reason, all ELI 
students must sign up for the 
Emergency Notification System that is 
provided by the University of 
Pittsburgh.  This system will contact 
you by phone, email, or text, to tell you 
when there is an emergency on 
campus.  
 

When there is an emergency, you 
should follow the directions from the 
system notification, your teacher, and 
any police officers in the area.  Unless 
the alert, or a police officer, tells you to 
leave, you should remain in the 
Oakland area, even if the evacuation is 
long. The ELI always holds classes when 
the alert is finished.  If you miss classes 
after we return to the building, you will 
be counted as absent.  Always wait for 
notification that it is safe to enter the 
building before you come back to the 
building. 
 

To subscribe to the Pitt Emergency 
Notification System: 
 

• Log in to my.pitt.edu 
• Click on “My Resources” at the 

top of the page 
• Click on “Emergency 

Notification” 
• Enter your phone number and 

check whether you would like a 
voice message or text 

• Click “Submit” 
It is very easy to sign up and only takes 
a minute.  Please sign up today! 

 
I-94 Numbers 

Required 
 

Each student must give the ELI Main 
Office his or her I-94 admission number 
by 4:00 pm Monday, September 17.  To 
find your DHS I-94 admission number: 
 

1. Go to 
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/h
ome  

2. Click “Yes” and “Submit”. 
3. Enter information exactly as it 

is on your visa. 
4. Click “Get Most Recent I-94”. 
5. Print the page with your 

admission number. 
6. Bring the printed page to the 

ELI Main Office by 4:00 pm, 
September 17. 

What Can You Do 
With a Student  

ID Card? 
 

Did you know that your Pitt student ID 
card gives you free access to 
transportation, the student computing 
labs, and libraries?  With your valid Pitt 
ID you can also get discounted rates on 
museum visits too!  Here are some of 
the resources available to you when 
you carry your Pitt student ID. 
 
Museums: Fre admission at the Andy 
Warhol Museum, The Mattress Factory, 
the Carnegie Museum of Art and 
Natural History and other museums in 
Pittsburgh.  
 
Computing Labs:  Free use of the 
computing labs throughout campus, 
including Hillman Library and the 
Cathedral of Learning. 
 
Transportation:  Free use of 
Pittsburgh city buses as well as 
University of Pittsburgh shuttles around 
campus.   
 
Other Fun Stuff:  Free admission to 
the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical 
Gardens, as well as free rides on the 
Duquesne Incline and more! 
 
 

 
ELI Idiom of the 

Week	
 

An idiom is a phrase or expression 
whose meaning might not always be 
clear from the words that make it up.  
	

“Feel a bit under the 
weather” 

	
 Meaning: feeling slightly ill  
 
For example: “Now that winter is upon 
us, some of you may feel a bit 
under the weather. However, 
make sure to attend all of your classes.”  
 
 

 

New Student Checklist 
 

Did you remember to: 
 

☐ Activate your Pitt email address? 
☐ Download the Duo Mobile security 

app so that you can access your Pitt 
email? 

☐  Get your student ID card? 
☐  Update your mailing address with    
    the main office? 
☐  Give a copy of your financial  
    guarantee to the main office? 
☐  Buy your textbooks? 
☐  Register for a locker? 
 

Please visit the ELI Main Office or talk 
to one of your teachers if you have 
questions about these steps! 

 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on 
Twitter  

@Upitt_ELI 

 
 

 
 

Mark your 
calendars! 

Upcoming ELI 
Activities 
  
Saturday, January 12:  
City Tour 
Monday, January 14: 
Food, Friends, and Fun! 

Thursday, January 17: Hoopla! Pitt 
Women’s Basketball 
Monday, January 28: International 
Speedfriending 
Thursday, February 14: Make 
your own valentines 
Saturday, March 23: ELI Night 
Friday, March 29: Easter Egg Hunt 
 
 
 


