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I-20 Expiration 
Dates for F-1 

Students 
By Stacy Ranson 

 
The end of the semester is coming 
soon!  If you are an F-1 student, please 
check the expiration date on your I-20.  
On page 1 of your I-20, under #5, you 
will see a beginning date for your 
studies and a completion date for your 
studies. Remember that it is your 
responsibility to make sure 
that your I-20 does not expire.  
If your I-20 will expire at the end of this 
semester, you must see Stacy Ranson if 
you want to extend your time at the 
ELI.  It is too late to request an 
extension after your I-20 has 
expired, so please take a moment to 
check now. 
 

ELI Pre-registration 
Spring 2019 

 
If you plan to study at the ELI next 
term, you must pre-register with Stacy 
in room M22.  If you do not pre-
register with Stacy, the ELI cannot 
guarantee your place for the next term. 
If you plan to take a vacation term, you 
must see Stacy to register for that, too.  
Please see Stacy by November 30 if you 
want to continue at the ELI. 
 

Pitt Graduate 
School Fair 

 

Come learn about the graduate 
programs offered here at Pitt, 
tomorrow at 1:00pm-3:00pm at 
William Pitt Union, Lower Lounge. Get 
answers to questions about admissions, 
tuition, fees, finance, and career 
opportunities. Students in attendance 
are eligible to win a $1,000 tuition 
scholarship toward a Pitt graduate 
program.  

F1 Visa 
Requirement:  

Travel Signatures 
 
If you are traveling outside of the U.S. 
during the December break, and you 
are returning for the next term, you 
MUST have Stacy sign your I-20 before 
you leave. 
 
Stacy will not be available after 
December 12, so you must see her 
soon if you are traveling. You will have 
to cancel travel plans if you do not have 
Stacy’s signature before you leave.  
No one else at the ELI is able to 
sign your I-20.  See Stacy even 
if you think you may travel! 
 
 
 
ELI Activity: 
 

Language Music 
Club 

Final Week! 
 

For the past six 
weeks, the students 
in the Language 
Music Club have 

had a great time improving their 
listening and speaking skills through 
music. We have listened to a variety of 
artists and practiced a wide range of 
language skills. 
 

Next Tuesday, November 13, is the 
final week of the Language Music Club 
this semester. Join us from 1:00-1:30 
pm in Room M15 or from 3:00-3:30 pm 
in Room 111! No musical talent is 
required. All you need is a desire to 
improve your English! For more 
information, please email Ece at 
ecu4@pitt.edu 
 
 

ELI Activity: 
 

ELI NIGHT 
 

Get ready for one of 
the most highly 
anticipated activities 
in the ELI!  ELI Night 
will be held on 
Wednesday, 

November 28 from 5-8 pm at the First 
Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh, located 
at 605 Morewood Avenue, which is 
between North Oakland and Shadyside.  
 
ELI Night is a potluck dinner for ELI 
students and teachers, Talk Time 
leaders, conversation partners, and 
their families and friends. At a potluck 
dinner, everyone brings a dish to share. 
The dish should be enough to feed you 
and your guests and approximately 6-8 
others. There is always a diverse 
selection of delicious food to select 
from. You will not leave hungry!  
 
Please let us know if you are planning 
to attend. You can do this online at 
https://tinyurl.com/ENFall2018. Let us 
know if you are coming and how many 
guests (homestay family members, 
conversation partners, Talk Time 
leaders, friends) will be coming with 
you. We want to make sure that we 
have enough tables and chairs for 
everyone!   
 
You should plan to arrive at the church 
at 5 pm. Dinner will be served at 5:30 
pm. If you arrive after this time, you 
will miss out on a great deal of delicious 
food! In addition, if you are late, many 
people might already be too full to try 
your tasty dishes! If you have any 
questions, please contact Ece at 
ecu4@pitt.edu.  
 

 

www.facebook.com/PittELI 
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Statement of 
Purpose 

Information Session 
 

When you apply to academic programs 
in the US, most universities ask for a 
statement of purpose.  Many people 
believe that the statement of purpose is 
the most important piece of a college 
application.  Your statement of purpose 
is your chance to tell the admissions 
committee who you really are.  Do you 
know what to include in your 
statement?  Just as important, do you 
know what not to include?   
 

If you would like tips on how to write 
an effective and clear statement of 
purpose, come to the statement of 
purpose session on Monday, November 
12 from 1:00-1:50 pm in Room M15.  
You must sign up for this presentation.  
See Stacy in room M22 or email her at 
sar72@pitt.edu to reserve your space.  
Hope to see you there! 
 

F1 Students and 
End-of-Term Grace 

Period 
 
The Department of Homeland Security 
requires students to complete all levels 
of the ELI program in order to receive 
the 60-day grace period following the 
completion of study.  This means that if 
you complete level 6 at the ELI, you will 
have 60 days after your last day of 
study to remain in the U.S or request a 
transfer to a new program.   
 
If you end your study at the ELI before 
completing level 6, you will have a two-
week grace period after your final day 
of class.  This means that you will need 
to request a transfer to a new program 
or leave the U.S. within 2 weeks of 
your last day of study if you do not 
complete level 6. 
 
If you transfer to a new program at any 
time, you must begin study at the first 
available term for the new program.   If 
you transfer within your grace period, 
you are permitted to be out of school 
for up to 5 months before beginning 
the first available term of your new 
program.  Please see Stacy if you have 
questions about these policies. 

 
 

Information 
Session:   

Pitt Graduate 
School of Business 

 

A representative from the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Katz Graduate School of 
Business will offer a presentation on 
the Katz programs on Friday, 
November 16 from 1:00-2:00 pm in the 
ELI Computer Lab, room 103.  You will 
hear about the history of the program, 
degrees offered, and the steps to take 
to apply.  You must sign up for this 
session.  Please email Stacy at 
sar72@pitt.edu if you would like to 
attend. 

 

First Day of  
Spring 2019 Term 

 

Please remember that if you are 
planning to study at the ELI next term, 
the first day of official attendance is 
Friday, January 11, 2019.  If you arrive 
at the ELI after the first day of official 
attendance, you will be counted absent 
for each day that you miss.  You may 
pick up your fall schedule any time after 
12:00 pm on Thursday, January 10.  If 
you cannot arrive by Monday, January 
21, you will need to wait until the next 
semester to attend the ELI. Please see 
Stacy if you have any questions. 

 
Transfer Process 

 
Students with F1 visas who want to 
transfer to a new school must see Stacy 
to complete the transfer.  You must 
bring a copy of the acceptance letter 
and the transfer form from the new 
school.  You may transfer at any time 
during the term, but you must 
complete this process to remain in legal 
status.  Remember that if you complete 
your final term of study at level 6 at the 
ELI, you have a 60-day grace period.  
During that time, you may stay in the 
U.S. without studying, and you may 
request a transfer at any time during 
that 60-day period.  If you do not 
complete level 6, you have a 2-week 
grace period, and you must request a 
transfer within that time.   
 
If you do not request a transfer during 
the grace period, you will be out of 
status at the end of your grace period, 
and it will be too late to transfer your 
SEVIS record.  Please see Stacy if you 
have any questions about this process. 

Letters of 
Recommendation 

 
Many of you will need to ask Stacy for a 
letter of recommendation if you are 
applying to other institutions.  There 
are two important things to remember 
when making a request for a letter. The 
first factor is that letters of 
recommendation are based on your 
performance at the ELI.  Stacy uses 
your grade reports as a resource for 
information about your performance.  If 
you miss a lot of classes and don’t do 
your work, your letter of 
recommendation will not be very 
strong.  
 
The second important factor is time.  
Please remember that it takes 
approximately one week to receive a 
letter of recommendation.  Stacy has 
many letters to write, and she cannot 
provide them immediately when you 
ask for them.  This means that if 
you need a letter before the 
semester break in December, 
you should request it by 
Monday, December 3.  If you 
request a letter after this date, 
or during the break, you will 
have to wait until after the 
next term begins.  Please plan 
ahead when making your requests. 
 
 

Sky Zone 
Trampoline Park 

 

Attention all thrill seekers! Join Pitt 
Program Council for an afternoon of 
fun at the world's first indoor 
trampoline park! Jump, fly, and flip from 
a trampoline runway into a pit filled 
with10,000 foam cubes. Dunk like a pro 
with trampoline launch pads that 
bounce you ten feet into the air or 
combine regular dodge ball with Sky 
Zone's wall to wall trampolines to get 
the world's most awesome sport- 
Ultimate Dodgeball!  
Only $10 a ticket, sign ups begin 
October 24th, 2018 in the WPU Ticket 
Office. Only two tickets per person. 
The trip is on November 18th, 2018 at 
3:00pm. The bus will leave the Union at 
2:00pm! All Pitt Program Council 
events are open to all Pitt 
undergraduate students with a valid 
(Oakland) Student ID. 
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ELI Closing 
Ceremony 

by Stacy Ranson 
 
The ELI would like to invite you to the 
Closing Ceremony for this semester.  
The ceremony will be on December 6 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Assembly 
Room of the William Pitt Union. We’ll 
take pictures, have some refreshments, 
and hand out attendance certificates at 
the ceremony.  You all have played a 
big role in making this semester great—
we hope you’ll come celebrate with us! 

 
Unpaid Tuition 

 
If you or your sponsor have not paid 
your ELI tuition for the fall term, you 
are past the deadline for payment. You 
can check your tuition account by 
logging in to my.pitt.edu and clicking 
PittPay.  Please note that students with 
unpaid tuition cannot receive copies of 
final grades, letters of recommendation, 
or any other documents from the ELI.   
There are several ways to pay your 
tuition. 

•eCheck:  Free online transfer from 
a US bank account to your Pitt 
account. 
•Cash, check, or money order:  
Visit the Student Payment Center in 
room G-7 Thackeray Hall. 
•Credit cards:  Online only at 
my.pitt.edu—you may not use a 
credit card at Thackeray Hall. There 
is an additional 2.75% fee for using a 
credit card.  

 
Much Ado About 

Nothing 
On Thursday, November 8 at 8pm, 
Charity Randall Theatre (4301 Forbes 
Ave, Pittsburg, PA 15213) will be 
performing Much Ado About Nothing. 
Filled with intrigue, double crossing, 
and comedy, Much Ado About Nothing is 
the perfect evening of Shakespeare. 
Follow the rocky romances of Hero, 
Claudio, Beatrice and Benedict as they 
explore what loyalty, trust, and love 
means to each of them. Students pay 
$12 and adults are $25. If you cannot 
make it for November 8, don’t worry; 
more dates are available through 
November 18. Please visit Pitt’s Event 
Calendar for more dates.  

 

ELI Activity: 

Toastmasters 
Meeting 

Level 5 and 6 
Students 

 
Did you know that the 
idea of giving a speech 
in public is the number 
one fear reported by 
Americans? Apparently, 

we are more afraid of giving a speech 
to a group of people than we are of 
snakes, high places or dying! This would 
mean that students of English as a 
Second Language aren’t the only ones 
who don’t like to speak in public! 
 
That’s why Toastmasters International 
was created in 1924. Toastmasters is a 
social organization made up of people 
who want to improve their public 
speaking and presentation skills. 
Members learn from each other in a 
supportive environment. Each time you 
give a prepared speech, evaluators will 
point out your strengths and suggest 
improvements. 
 
Don’t worry about not being a native 
speaker of English! Several former ELI 
students have become really involved 
with the Toastmasters Club in the past 
and loved it. This club is about building 
confidence, improving presentation 
skills and helping each other develop 
communication skills.  
 
The number of members fluctuates a 
bit, but there are currently 350,000 
members in 16,000 clubs in 143 
countries… and you can be next! 
There are 3 clubs just on the University 
of Pittsburgh campus and approximately 
25 in the Pittsburgh area! After the first 
meeting, if you’d like to join there is a 
one-time $20 membership fee. Some 
local chapters may also charge dues 
every 6 months. 
 
In order to officially join this club, you 
have to pay membership dues ($20 new 
member fee + $45 every 6 months). 
However, the ELI has made an 
arrangement with the club so that you 
can attend your first meeting 
for free! We will attend this meeting 
on Wednesday, November 
14. Because space is limited, this 
activity is restricted to the first 10 
Level 5 or Level 6 students who 
email Ece at ecu4@pitt.edu. Please let 
me know by 4:30 pm this 

Thursday, November 7 if you 
would like to attend. On Wednesday, 
November 14, we will meet at the ELI 
at 11:45 am to walk over to the 
meeting together. 
 
For more information about 
Toastmasters International and a 
complete list of all Toastmasters Clubs, 
visit www.toastmasters.org.  
	
	

ELI Storytellers 
Series 
	
Please join us on Tuesday, 
November 13, at 
12:00 in the ELI 
Conference Room for the 
ELI’s second Student 

Storyteller presentation this 
semester.  Level 5 student, Mariko 
Onishi, works for the Japanese railway 
in Japan.  Her job is to promote railway 
tourism in Japan.  She will tell us about 
the characteristics of the railway system 
in Japan, how to travel by train and why 
she recommends traveling by train in 
Japan.  Mariko says, "If you listen this 
presentation, you might want to visit 
Japan and want to ride trains.”  Please 
bring your lunch and come 
next Tuesday to enjoy Mariko’s 
presentation. 

 
Advanced 

Screening: The 
Green Book 

Join Pitt Program Council and NBC 
Universal at Pitt for an advanced 
screening of the much-anticipated 
movie Green Book! On Wednesday, 
November 14 at 8:30pm -11:00pm at 
William Pitt Union(WPU), Assembly 
Room, free popcorn, snacks, and drinks 
will be provided! Arrive early to get the 
best seat in the house to watch 
Mahershala Ali and Viggo Mortenson 
play an unlikely duo that travels 
through the Jim Crow south - Ali as 
world-famous pianist, Don Shirley and 
Mortenson as his bodyguard/chauffeur. 

All Pitt Program Council events are 
open to all undergraduate Pitt students 
with a valid (Oakland) Student ID.  
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Cupcake Decorating 
On Thursday, November 8 at 10:00p-
11: 55pm at the William Pitt Union 
(WPU), Ballroom Students will be able 
to practice with piping bags while 
getting instructed by a pastry expert. 
Students will receive 3 cupcakes to 
decorate and have the option to 
compete for prizes. The categories for 
prizes will be fall theme, Pitt theme, and 
a creative category. Limit 2 tickets per 
student. Pitt Undergrad student ID 
required. Tickets are $5, with the $5 to 
be refunded at the completion of the 
event. Tickets are on sale, buy yours as 
soon as possible.  

All Pitt Program Council events are 
open to all Pitt undergraduate students 
with a valid (Oakland) Student ID.  

 
PPC Trip to NYC 

 
Spend a weekend in New York City 
with Pitt Program Council! Ticket 
prices not only include transportation 
and two nights in the Hotel Edison in 
the heart of Times Square but also 
walking and bus tours of the city AND 
orchestra seats to see the Broadway 
show Mean Girls! 
 
We will leave campus Saturday 
morning, January 19, at 7:00 AM then 
spend a spectacular weekend in the city 
and depart for Pittsburgh on Monday, 
January 21, at noon. 
 
Sign up in the Pitt Program Council 
office, Willam Pitt Union (WPU) M-30, 
starting September 17 through 
December 7. A $100 deposit is due at 
the time of sign up. 
 
Trip includes purchase of a quad, triple, 
or double room. Quad price is $259, a 
triple is $299, and a double is $369 per 
person. Participants must also pay a 
$30 security deposit, not included in 
room prices or $100 deposit.  
 
Any tickets purchased after December 
7 must be paid in full at the time of 
sign-up.  
 
All Pitt Program Council events are 
open to all undergraduate Pitt students 
with a valid (Oakland) Student ID. 
 

 
 

ELI Writing Contest  
 

The ELI is holding a competition for 
students in all writing classes. There will 
be one winner in each level (3,4,5,6), 
and the winners will be announced at 
the ELI Closing Ceremony.  
 

If you have written a good composition 
in your writing class this semester, you 
should tell your writing teacher that 
you would like to enter it in the writing 
contest.  Your teacher will then submit 
your paper for you.  Your entry will be 
read anonymously by judges (your 
name will be removed from the paper, 
so they won’t not know who you are). 
The judges will choose the best 
composition from each level.  
 

The deadline for entries is Thursday, 
November 29 at 12:00 pm.  
 

If you are in level 4, 5, or 6, your entry 
must be an essay that you wrote in 
class this semester. If you are in level 3, 
your entry can be a shorter 
composition, even a single paragraph. 
Each student can enter only one 
composition.  
 

Good luck! 
 

Activities and 
Events on Campus 

  
Take advantage of the resources below 
to find activities where you can use 
English outside of the classroom, make 
friends, and explore campus and the 
city:  
 

University Events Calendar:  
https://calendar.pitt.edu      
 
ELI Activities Calendar:  
https://www.eli.pitt.edu/calendar/activities-
and-events-calendar 
 
Pitt Global Ties Events:  
https://www.facebook.com/Pitt.GlobalTies/ 
 
Pitt Program Council Events: 
 https://ppc.pitt.edu/upcoming-events/ 
 
Pitt Arts (free museum visits and cheap 
seats): 
 https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/pittarts/ 
 
Pitt Serves (volunteer activities):  
https://volunteer.pitt.edu/ 
 

 Pitt Student Organizations:  
https://pitt2.campuslabs.com/engage/organiza
tions 

 

 

ELI Idiom of the 
Week	

An idiom is a phrase or expression 
whose meaning might not always be 
clear from the words that make it up. 
Each week, the phrase will relate to 
something going on at the ELI, like a 
specific activity. See if you can figure 
out why this idiom was chosen for this 
week. 	

“Beat around the bush”	

To avoid the main topic, not speaking 
directly about the issue; to stall; to 
waste time. 	

For example: “If you want to ask me, 
just ask; don’t beat around the 
bush.” or “That was surprising, 
teacher Heather certainly does not 
beat around the bush about 
anything.” 	

 

Follow us on 
Twitter  

@Upitt_ELI 

 
Mark your 
calendars! 

Upcoming ELI 
Activities 

  
Wednesday, November 14: 
Toastmasters Meeting 
Wednesday, November 28: ELI 
Night 
Saturday, December 1: 
Volunteering with CHS 
Saturday, December 1: Cookie 
Tour 
 

 
 

 

Coffee Talk on 
Fridays! 

4:00 – 6:00 pm Panera 
(3800 Forbes Ave.) 


