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ELI Activity: 
 

English-Korean 
Language Social 

Hour 
 
The University Center for 
International Studies (UCIS) has 
partnered with the ELI to offer 
various Language Social Hours as a 
way for international students at Pitt 
to meet and hang out with domestic 
students at Pitt who are interested in 
learning about their language and 
culture.  The third event this term is: 
 
English-Korean 
Language Social Hour  
Friday, October 11 
4:30 to 5:30 
Posvar Hall, Room 4130 
 
Pizza and cookies will be served. 
There will also be an Arabic-Korean 
language social hour happening 
very soon!  Look for more 
information in upcoming issues of 
the ELI News.  For questions about 
the Language Social Hours, 
email asia@pitt.edu. 
 
ELI Activity: 
 

ELI Trip to 
Niagara Falls 

 
Our highly anticipated trip to Niagara 
Falls is this Sunday, October 13!  
There are 53 of us going.  Please 
check your email for important 
information about our trip. 
 
We will meet at the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and Bigelow Boulevard on 
Sunday, October 213, at 7:45 am. 
Make sure that you check the bus 
schedule in advance because buses 
do not run as often on the 

weekends.  We will return to 
Pittsburgh around 11:00 pm. 
 
It takes approximately 5 hours to 
reach Niagara Falls from Pittsburgh. 
We will stop on the way to Niagara 
Falls for lunch and we will have 
dinner before leaving Niagara Falls. 
These meals are not included in the 
cost of the trip. 
 
On Sunday morning, make sure you 
eat breakfast or bring it with you to 
eat on the bus. If you bring a drink, 
make sure it’s in a spill-proof 
container.   
 
Please note that on our boat ride in 
Niagara Falls, you may get wet. 
Everyone will receive a free plastic 
rain coat for the boat ride.   
 
Email Rob at Rob.Mucklo@ 

ELI Activity: 

 

Paint Monkey 
Painting Activity 

by Olivia Baker 
 

 
 
Join the ELI on Sat., Nov. 9, from 
3:00-5:00 pm for a trip to Paint 
Monkey at Pittsburgh’s Waterfront! 
Paint Monkey is an art studio geared 
toward beginners. At Paint Monkey, 
the canvases are pre-drawn for us 
to paint on top of, and they provide 
all of the materials we will need for 
painting. We will be watching and 
listening to an artist give instructions 
on how to paint the image above – 

the Pittsburgh skyline inside of 
hands making a heart shape.  This 
is a great opportuntiy to practice 
your English listening skills, make 
friends with other students at the 
ELI, and practice new vocabulary 
related to art. 
 
Paint Monkey is located at the 
Waterfront, an open-air shopping 
mall that has many different kinds of 
stores and restaurants, as well as a 
movie theater. You are welcome to 
continue to explore the Waterfront 
when our session at Paint Monkey is 
over, or even show up to the 
Waterfront early and explore before 
our painting session begins. 
 
Tickets are $35 and include all the 
materials you need to paint.  The 
deadline for sign-up and payment is 
2:00 pm on October 11 at the Main 
Office. Payments are due in cash 
only; please bring the exact amount. 
Students are welcome to sign up 
friends and family to paint, but 
children under the age of 18 are not 
permitted. We need at least 10 
students interested in this activity in 
order to reserve our spot at the 
studio. There are no refunds unless 
the activity is canceled by the ELI.  
For more information, contact 
Rob.Mucklo@pitt.edu.  
 

Fall Break Holiday 
 
The ELI will be closed on Monday, 
October 14, for a fall break holiday.  
We will not have ELI classes that 
day, and the ELI main office will be 
closed, as well.  Classes will be 
back to normal on Tuesday, October 
15.  Enjoy your long weekend! 

 

Columbus Day 
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While the ELI will not have classes 
on Monday, October 14, 2019 
because of “Fall Break,” most 
banks, post offices, schools and 
other categories of government 
offices will be closed on Monday for 
Columbus Day. In the US, 
Columbus Day is celebrated on the 
second Monday in October to 
remember the day that Christopher 
Columbus first arrived in the 
Americas (October 12, 1492).  
There are both positive and negative 
effects attributed to Columbus Day. 
Columbus Day is important because 
Columbus’ journey to the Americas 
was evidence that the world was 
round, not flat. However, there is 
another very distinct opinion. Some 
people say that Columbus Day is 
biased. From their perspective, we 
should not celebrate the day that the 
indigenous peoples of the Americas 
lost their land, their lives and so 
much more. What do you think?  
 
ELI Activity: 
 

NBA Basketball 
Game in Cleveland: 

Deadline to Pay 
October 15, 2019 

  

 
                              vs  
 
 
 
Join the ELI as we drive to nearby 
Cleveland, Ohio, to see the 
Cleveland Cavaliers take on the 
Philadelphia 76ers on Sun., Nov. 17. 
Everyone in our group will receive a 
free Cavs hat, a free Cavs 
drawstring bag, and a private tour 
behind-the-scenes tour of the arena.   
 
We’ll leave the ELI at 9:45 am, stop 
for lunch, and then arrive round 
1:30, at which point we’ll get a 
private tour of the arena.  The game 
begins at 3:00 pm.  We should be 
back in Pittsburgh around 9:00 pm.   
 
Tickets are $120 and include private 
roundtrip transportation, a private 
behind-the-scenes tour of the arena 
(including a group photo on or near 
the court), a seat in the upper bowl 
corner area of the arena, a Cavs 
hat, and a Cavs drawstring bag.  
Feel free to invite a friend, but 
children under 18 are not permitted. 

Sign up and pay in the ELI main 
office by 2 pm on Oct. 15 at 2 pm.  
Please bring the exact amount, cash 
only.  There are no refunds unless 
the ELI cancels the trip. We need at 
least 20 students in order to take 
this trip.  For more information, 
email Rob at Rob.Mucklo@pitt.edu.  
 
 

ELI Activity:  

ELI 

 

The ELI will again have our annual 
Halloween Party! The party is 
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 25, from 
6:00-9:00 pm. There will be pizza, 
candy, pumpkin carving, traditional 
Halloween games, prizes for the 
best Halloween costumes, and 
more!  

Tickets for the party are $5 each if 
you pay by 4:00 pm on Tuesday, 
Oct. 22. Tickets are $10 each if you 
pay after that time. The ticket price 
will help compensate for the cost of 
renting the hall, food, candy and 
prizes. Guests are welcome to join 
our party. Adult guests pay $5 each 
($10 after Oct. 26). Children are 
free, but please tell the main office 
how many children will attend. You 
can sign up and pay in the ELI Main 
office. Please bring the exact 
amount, cash only. There are no 
refunds.  

Start planning your Halloween 
costume now. You can create your 
own Halloween costume or buy one 
at any retail store (including Target, 
Walgreens, CVS, RiteAid, etc.). The 
ELI has some Halloween costumes 
that we will loan to students. (We do 
ask for a $20 deposit for costumes. 
When you return the costume, you 
get your money back.) Look for 
more information about how to rent 
these costumes in next week’s ELI 
News. Costumes are not required, 
but they are encouraged. It’s fun!  

The ELI Halloween Party will be 

held in the basement hall of First 
Baptist Church of Pittsburgh at 159 
North Bellefield Ave. We are using 
the church’s space because they 
have a large kitchen we can use for 
carving pumpkins and a stage we 
can use for the costume contest. 
Halloween and Halloween parties 
are not religious activities. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Rob at Rob.Mucklo@pitt.edu. 

Halloween Costumes 

The ELI Halloween Party is quickly 
approaching! Start planning your 
Halloween costume now. You can 
borrow a Halloween costume from 
the ELI, design your own Halloween 
costume, or buy one at any retail 
store (including Target, WalMart, 
Walgreens, CVS, RiteAid, the 
Halloween store at the Waterfront, 
etc.). Costumes are encouraged, but 
not required… although even ELI 
teachers dress up! If you want help 
with costume ideas, feel free to ask 
your teachers, conversation partners 
and/or Talk Time leaders. 
 
Borrow a Halloween Costume 
from the ELI 

The ELI has some Halloween 
costumes that ELI students who will 
be attending the Halloween party 
can borrow. You can come see the 
selection in M15 from on Thursday, 
October 17, 3:50-5:30 pm. 
Costumes will NOT be available 
outside of this time. Students will be 
asked to make a $20 deposit when 
they borrow the costume. Please 
bring the exact amount in cash.  
When students return the costume 
on Monday, October 28, or on 
Thursday, November 5, the $20 
deposit will be returned to them. 
(Students may keep the costumes 
until Nov. 5 in case they want to 
attend other Halloween parties.) 
Contact Rob at 
Rob.Mucklo@pitt.edu if you have 
any questions. 

ELI Activity:  
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Join the ELI on Saturday, October 
26, as we go to Kennywood 
Amusement Park. Not only will we 
get to enjoy roller coasters, including 
the world’s tallest inversion loop on a 
roller coaster, and other thrill rides, 
we’ll also get to experience Phantom 
Fright Nights. During Phantom Fright 
Nights, the park is decorated for 
Halloween, with ghosts and zombies 
wandering the park, a haunted 
house, and more. There’s even an 
“IT” 4D movie experience and a 
haunted hospital to tour. Phantom 
Fright Nights are not recommended 
for children under 13 years of age.  

October 26 is college ID Night, so 
tickets for this are only $18.50. 
That’s a significant savings of the 
regular $32.99 price of admission. 
You cannot purchase these tickets 
in the ELI main office or online; you 
can only get this discounted rate by 
purchasing your ticket at 
Kennywood on October 26 and 
showing a valid university ID. Please 
email Rob at rom17@pitt.edu to let 
him know if you will be participating 
in this activity.   

On October 26, we’ll meet at the ELI 
at 5 pm to catch the 61C at 5:15 pm. 
The park opens at 6:00 pm and 
closes at 12:00 am. Rob will leave 
the park at 10:00 pm, but students 
are free to leave whenever they like.  

To watch a short video from  
Kennywood’s Fright Night in 2018, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/y3onohqg.  

What Does 
“Halloween” Mean 

and What Are Jack-o-
Lanterns? 

 
Halloween is not a 
random occurrence. 
The tradition of 
Halloween originated 
with the Celts, but 

where does the word “Halloween” 
come from then?  Wikipedia.org tells 
us that the tradition of the Celtic Fall 
Festival also coincided with a 
Catholic holiday called “All Saints’ 
Day” or “All Hallows’ Day” on 
November 1. The day before “All 
Hallows’ Day” (October 31) was 
called “All Hallows’ Even.” This was 

an abbreviation for “All Hallows’ 
Evening” and “All Hallows Eve” 
referring to the night before All 
Hallows’ Day. Eventually “All 
Hallows’ Even” became shorted to 
“Halloween.” It wasn’t until the 19th 
century, however, when Irish 
immigrants began to bring their 
Halloween traditions to the US and 
adapt them to American culture that 
it became popular here. In fact, it 
wasn’t even listed as a holiday in the 
US until the 20th century. For such a 
simple and fun holiday, its origins 
are very complex!  
 
Why do we carve jack-o-lanterns at 
Halloween?  The name “jack-o-
lantern” can be traced back to a 
Gaelic legend called “Stingy Jack.”  
Jack was a greedy, gambling man 
who drank a lot. One day he tricked 
the devil into climbing a tree. Then, 
by carving a cross on the tree he 
trapped the devil there. For revenge, 
the devil cursed Jack to roam the 
streets of the world at night with the 
only light he had in his hand – a 
turnip with a small candle in it. Since 
pumpkins are more abundant in the 
US, the early settlers used 
pumpkins instead of turnips. That’s 
where “jack-o-lantern” comes from. 
 

TEDxPittsburghWom
en 

 
TEDxPittsburghWomen combines 
TED Talks and the best of 
Pittsburgh’s women-identifyng 
leaders, performers, and innovators.  
TED Talks are 10-15 minute 
lectures given by experts, activists 
and leaders.  When you combine 
TED Talks with PittsburghWomen, 
you get a bold recipe for a dynamic 
and thought-provoking evening!  
Presenters include Jane Werner, the 
Executive Director of the Children’s 
Museum Pittsburgh, and Khalida 
Popal, the founder of the 
Afghanistan Women’s Soccer Team.  
Performers include the Education 
Director of the Pittsburgh Festival 
Opera, Anqwenique, and Leigh 
Solomon Pugliano, the Director of 
Opportunity at New Sun Rising & 
Director of Barrels to Beethoven.   
 
Come ready to learn, network, and 
make positive changes happen both 
here in Pittsburgh and abroad!   
 
When: Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Where: Roxian Theatre @6-9:30pm 
Tickets: available through 
EventBright $40-$50/person 
 

Make Friends Fast: 
International Speed 

Friending 
 

Join us for International “Speed 
Friending” as part of International 
Week at the University of 
Pittsburgh. This is a fun way to 
make friends fast, practice your 
English, and have fun while 
achieving your goals of improving 
your English. 
 
If you’ve ever heard of “Speed 
Dating,” this is similar. The only 
difference is that the objective is to 
make friends! On Tues., Oct. 15, 
from 4:30-6 pm, in the William Pitt 
Union Lower Lounge, International 
Students from Pitt will have the 
opportunity to meet American 

students at Pitt, and vice versa. 
Students will be seated across 
from each other (one American 
student and one international 
student) and have approximately 5 
minutes to talk with each other in 
English to see if they have similar 
interests or hobbies. This is not for 
dating! This is for making friends.  
After five minutes, a timer will go 
off and the students move on and 
talk with someone else. Students 
will also have the opportunity to 
exchange contact information in 
case they want to keep in touch. 
Refreshments will be served! 
 
You must pre-register for this 
event by Sunday, October 13 at 
https://tinyurl.com/SpeedFriending
-Fall2019. Seating is very limited 
and is on a first come first served 
basis. 

 
Don’t be reluctant to do this. You 
have nothing to lose… and will 
gain practice with English and 
maybe even a new friend! 
 
For more information about this 
event, contact Rob at 
rom17@pitt.edu. Visit 
www.iweek.pitt.edu to learn about 
other events during International 
Week at Pitt.  

 

ELI Writing Contest 
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The ELI is holding a competition for 
students in all writing classes. There 
will be one winner in each level (2, 
3,4,5,6), and the winners will be 
announced at the ELI Closing 
Ceremony.  
 
If you have written a good 
composition in your writing class this 
semester, you should tell your 
writing teacher that you would like to 
enter it in the writing contest.  Your 
teacher will then submit your paper 
for you.  Your entry will be read 
anonymously by judges (your name 
will be removed from the paper, so 
they won’t not know who you are). 
The judges will choose the best 
composition from each level.  
 
The deadline for entries is Thursday, 
November 21, at 12:00 pm.  
 
If you are in level 4, 5, or 6, your 
entry must be an essay that you 
wrote in class this semester. If you 
are in level 2 or 3, your entry can be 
a shorter composition, even a single 
paragraph. Each student can enter 
only one composition. Good luck! 
 

ELI Email Directory 
 
If you need to email your teacher but 
forgot his or her email address, you 
can always find it on the ELI web 
site.  Simply go to 
https://www.eli.pitt.edu/people.  
When you email your teachers you 
must use your Pitt email account.  
Email providers such as Naver, 
Hotmail, Yahoo and other free email 
services, often encounter problems 
with the Pitt email system. If you do 
not use your Pitt email address, your 
email be blocked or marked as 
spam. 

 

Pitt #18 Top Public 
University in the US 
 
In this year’s U.S. News & World 
Report America’s Best Colleges 
rankings, Pitt ranked #18 among top 
public universities in the US and 
#587 among all universities in the 
US.  For more info, visit  
https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/pit
t-rises-us-news-world-report-
rankings.    

Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month 

Cancer awareness is not 
just an emerging trend. 
While the pink ribbon as a 
symbol for breast cancer 
awareness has only been 

around since 1991, breast cancer 
has been the most common cancer 
in women in the US for quite some 
time.   

According to the American Cancer 
Society, it's estimated that about 
268,600 women in the US will be 
found to have breast cancer and 
approximately 41,000 women will 
die from the disease in 2019.    

In the US, October is National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
During this month the media, 
medical associations, government 
agencies, private groups and 
individuals work together to build 
breast cancer awareness, share 
information and provide access to 
cancer screening services. The 
focus is on reminding women that 
they should be tested for breast 
cancer (because early detection of 
breast cancer can save lives) and to 
raise money for breast cancer 
research.   

To raise awareness in Pittsburgh 
you’ll notice that the signs on 
buildings downtown are pink for 
October. For example, the UPMC 
sign, the BNY Mellon sign, and the 
pink pyramid on top of the Gulf 
Tower building are all pink during 
October. Sometimes in October, 
you’ll even see pink water in the 
fountain in front of the Cathedral of 
Learning.  

Please take time this month to 
schedule a mammogram with your 
doctor and encourage the women in 
your life to do the same. Early 
detection of abnormal cell growth 
and cancerous tissue can save your 
life. Please also consider making a 
contribution to the American Cancer 
Society to help with cancer 
research. For more information, visit 
www.cancer.org.   

 

Brain Candy Podcast 
LIVE! 

 
Reality star, Pitt graduate, and 
podcaster Susie Meister and her 
cohost Sarah Rice join Pitt 
International Week for an interactive 
live recording of the Brain Candy 
Podcast. Their special guests will be 
Dawn Keezer, Director of the 
Pittsburgh Film Office, and Bill 
Fuller, Corporate Chef from Big 
Burrito Group. The discussion will 
explore themes ranging from global 
travel to diversity and everything in 
between.  
 
Tues., Oct. 15 * 6:00-8:00 pm 
WPU Assembly Room 
 
Pitt students who attend get the 
chance to win a 
$1,000 study 
abroad 
scholarship. 
Pizza will be 
served!  For more International 
Week events, visit  
www.iweek.pitt.edu. 

 

Pitt’s Financial 
Responsibility 

Agreement 
 

You may have noticed that you have 
had to agree to the Financial 
Responsibility Agreement when you 
signed in to your Pitt email or any 
other Pitt online service recently.  
This agreement includes your 
promise to pay your Pitt tuition, or 
have a sponsor pay it, and gives 
details about the penalties for late 
payment of fees and tuition.  The 
agreement also says that Pitt will 
use your Pitt email account to 
contact you, and you are 
responsible for checking and 
reading all emails sent to your Pitt 
account.  In addition, you are 
required to keep the university 
updated on your current address 
and contact information.  You can 
update your personal information 
at  https://payments.pitt.edu/edit-
your-personal-information/.  Please 
see Stacy if you have any questions.   

 

ELI Idiom  
of the Week 

Follow the ELI on 
Instagram @eli.pitt 
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An idiom is a phrase or expression 
whose meaning might not always be 
clear from the words that make it up.  
 

“take something with a 
pinch/grain of salt” 

 
informal to not totally believe what 
someone tells you or what you hear 
because you know that it may not be 
the complete truth. 
 
Most of what he says should be 
taken with a pinch of salt. 
 
Source: adapted from 
www.ldoce.com 
 
She had learned a lot about the 
United States from movies and 
television, and I told her that she 
should take that information with a 
grain of salt. 
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